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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The John H. Barker Mansion, which now serves as Michigan Cityts Civic Center, is one of
the most outstanding legacies of a turn of the century freight car manufacturer. In
l-837u John H. Barker Sr. eame to Michigan City and Later founded the Haskell and Barker
Car Manufacturing Coupany. A substantial- brick home with ten roons and a copper roof,
was built in L857. The two story structure, whieh is now completel-y eovered wlth lvy
growth, ri/as harmoniousl-y incorporated as a rear wing when an elaborate addLtion was
begun in 1901- under the direction of Fredrick Perkins, a prominent arehitect of the
time. Mr" Barkerts son had made his fatherrs business very successful , consequent,l-y,
no expense was spared in the designing of the English Manor styl-e house. Designed as
an Ehglish Manor House, it eonsists of 38 roomsn 10 bathroons, seven fireplaces
comdssioned and executed in ltaly.

The original home was incorporated into the design in a most harmonlous nanner.
construction was completed in l-905.

The

The rnain wing is a 2 Ll2 story, four bayed buil-ding of hard flred naroon brick rrrith red
sandstone trimring. The bricks are in a Flenish bond with a criss cross pattern used
above Lhe second fl-oor. A plinth runs below the first story window Line and a stone belt
course extends above the second story window l-ine. A cross notif, stone balcony caps
off a troo story bay protrusion at the side of the house. The original roof on the
original- seetion was sheathed in with stone. Finials on top grace the ends:'of the roof
whi1e pedirnented gable dormers pierce the roof l-ine. The two main chiuneys rtere
conrnissioned and executed in ltaly. Three stone flues were joined together to forn
each of the graceful accents. Ttre windows with Leaded panes, have four sashes and
Cransoms at the main level , three on the upper fLoor. The l-intel-s are pl-ain with stone
quoining surrouRding each bay while simpl-e nul-l-ions separate the sashes. T\oo narrow
arehed windows at the main 1-eve1 grace each side of the projecting entrance. Ttre glass
.is covered with ornate iron work. Ttre main door is centered with engaged coluuns
su,rr*unding and an ornately carved baLustrade covering the entrance. An ornate lron
fl-ush fan is especiatr-1-y note*orthy, as is the stained gl-ass design in the f,ront double
doors "

The interior of the house is equally elegant. The main floor includes a foyer high-
f-ighted by a handsomel-y carved wal-nut stairease and elegant plaster mouLding on the
cei-ling. Teak, Ilonduras mahogany and Russian walnut are found throughout the main
floor excl-uding the service facil-ities and servants quarters" Ttre second floor
cont-ains bedrooms, while the third fl-oor houses a gorgeous balLroom and a sehoolroom
for the ownerrs children.

The main floor roons are: entrance foyer, library, drawing roomr dining rgomr lcitchent
b,stlers pantry, Mr. Barkerts study and bedroom, vaLetrs quarters, and servantrs quarters.
The seconcl f l-oor con.tains bedrooms, bathrooms, a morning roomr spactous ballroomr l'liss

_Rarkerrs schoolroom, a go\rernessts bedroon and bath and a trunk room.

ALl" :n*,,i-n rooxns have ten foot eeilings n the foyer and drawing rooms being el-egant noulded

i:3-asf.er in perf,eec condition. The carved woodwork is Honduras mahogany or Russian
wa]-nrrf-, A r+alngt staircase, elaboratel-y carved is particularl-y inrpressive.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

1'he original John Barker Mansion, no\^r known as the Barker Civic Center' was buil-t in
1857 by John F. Barker, of English descent, who arrived in Michigan City in 1837. A

successful l-ocal merchant and manufacturer, he founded a freight car manufacturing
business in L855 which later became known as the Haskel-I- and Barker Car Manufacturing
Company.

In L869, upon the retirement of John F. Barker Sr., the nanageuent of the comPany was

turned on.o to his son, John H. Barker. The business ProsPered and by the turn of the
century, ltraskel-L and Barker had become the I-eading freight car manufacturing comPany

in the niddl-e wesL, producing 12'000 freight cars Per year.

The Barker Mansion is then important as an exampl-e of the choice in building that a

sr-tecessfrxl and weal-thy manufacturer for his home at the turn of the century. Ttre oLder,
but simptr-er original house has been obscured by the 1-901 addition but the interior has
remained much as it was constructed so a visitor can see what two generations of the
same famj.tr-y ctrose to live in.

The Barker tlansion 1-s significant as an exampLe of turn of the century architecture
s,.hict: of*en chose a styl-e from Europe to emulate. In this case the job has been done
magnificently. It j-s also interesting to note that in building the new English Manor
they chose not to demoLish the old family home even though they obscured it from view.

g'ihe gardens are also signi-ficant as examples of the Italian mode in garden design. The

cornbination of Engl-ish and ltalian features in the overalL design of the house makes

an interest.ing coinbination that coul-d, with l-ack of care, been l-ess than attractive.
nn this case, a comfortabLe feel-ing of quiet I-u:nrry is irnparted by the large amount of
careful deEail.

it is signifieant, then, for its architecture and as a statement about Anerican l-ife.

. r.'. :. 11 .
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Doorways from the library and a ha1-lway opens onto a sunken garden of ltalian motif
with a fountain and impressive sculpture, a1-1 surrounded by an 8 foot brick wall.
Columned pergolas and tiled portico, enhance the scene. There is also a small
pavilion which shelthers one of the many inrpressive statues.

The building site occupies l-/4 bl-ock at the Northwest corner of Washington and 7th
Streetsn Michigan City, approximately L/2 acre in area.

The great effort spent in exquisite detail-ing and proportion which can be el-early
seen in the excelLently maintained house is somewhat rare to find in the Midwest in
the L900rs. It is for this reason the Barker Mansion has considerable architectural
merit.
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